
1 
 

1 Advent A SML 2022 
MT 24:37-44 
 
 Each of the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

has a special purpose or reason for writing their gospel. Two 

years ago, the Sunday gospels were taken from Mark, who 

directed his message to: 

✓ Romans,  
 

✓ very unfamiliar with Judaism and her customs and practices 
and feasts,  
 

✓ to those who were considering professing a belief in Jesus 
Christ,  
 

✓ but who just could not reconcile the fact that this Messiah, 
Jesus died on a cross. 
 

And if I'm to become Christian and follow Jesus, and He died on a 

cross, what does that mean for me as one of His followers? 

 Last year, the gospels were taken from Luke, who wrote his 

gospel to: 

✓ everybody,  

✓ especially Gentiles (which means non-Jews),  

✓ especially to the outcasts of Jewish society,  

to assure them that salvation is a possibility for everyone, not just 

the sons of Abraham.  A prime example was last Sunday's gospel 
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of the discourse between Jesus and the good thief. The good 

thief was granted salvation. “Today, you will be with me in 

paradise,” because in Our Blessed Lord says Luke, justice and 

mercy is for everybody. 

 This year, the Sunday gospels will be taken from Matthew, 

and in order to better understand the gospel readings for this 

year, it is critical to address Matthew's theology, Matthew's point 

of view.  

Matthew directed his gospel to a very Jewish audience. 

Stated simply, Matthew wrote to downtown Jerusalem, looking 

the scribes and Pharisees right between the eyes.  That said, this 

is what the Church has learned and taught about Matthew's 

gospel: 

1. First, scripture scholars have been in agreement since the time 
of the early Church on three points: 
✓ the gospel tradition was instituted by an apostle 
✓ the apostle was the tax collector, Matthew 
✓ the gospel was originally written in Hebrew 

 
2. Second, since Matthew addressed a very Jewish audience, 

Matthew's portrait of Jesus is very Jewish: 
 

a. Matthew, Chapter 1, verse 1:  "The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham."  Any 
Jewish person would be very comfortable with this book.  In 
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the first sentence, Matthew mentions David, the greatest 
king in Israelite history, and Abraham, their father in faith. 

 
b. Matthew made heavy use of Jewish customs 

 
c. Matthew very frequently referred to the Old Testament.  Ten 

times in the first two chapters, Matthew quoted the Old 
Testament. 

 
d. To a certain degree, Matthew patronized Jewish authority.  

"The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; so 
practice and observe whatever they tell you." 

 
e. Matthew showed great respect for the Torah, the five books 

of the law, and the Nebi Im, the Prophets:     
 
"Think not that I have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets.  I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.  Amen, I 
say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter, not even the smallest part of a letter will 
pass from the law." 

 
And every Jew that reads this will breathe a sigh of relief, 
because I have memorized that law since I was knee high 
and I know that law like the back of my hand. 

 
f. More often than not, Matthew's Jesus taught as Moses 

taught. For example, at the Transfiguration, when Jesus 
appeared in his glory before the eyes of Peter, James and 
John, only Matthew added the detail that Jesus' face shone 
like the sun.  Whose face shown when he conversed with 
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God?  Moses’. 
 
3. Third, Matthew is the most ordered of all the gospels.  He very 

distinctly alternates five narratives with five sermons.  Each 
sermon addresses a topic of concern for Matthew's Church: 

 
a. Matthew's famous Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus 

announced the requirements for entering the kingdom and 
the blessings that accompany them. 

 
b. Matthew's missionary sermon 

 
c. his sermon on the kingdom 

 
d. his sermon on the Church 

 
e. And finally, Matthew's sermon on eschatology: the last 

things – judgment, heaven, hell and purgatory. 
 

We are beginning the season of Advent. The Church always 

spends the first two weeks of Advent, not preparing for Our 

Blessed Lord at His first coming, namely Christmas, but 

preparing for when we will meet Our Blessed Lord. The events in 

today’s gospel all refer to the Second Coming. When it will 

happen we do not know. We expect the Second Coming. We do 

not expect when it will happen. 

What is also unexpected, what is also ironic, is what I just 
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taught, that Matthew wrote to a Jewish audience with such 

reverence for Jewish heritage, with such respect for the Torah, 

the five books of the Law, and the Nebi im, the Prophets. It’s 

ironic because for Matthew’s life before and after his conversion, 

he was hated by the Jews. Prior to his conversion, he was a 

hated tax collector. After his conversion, he was a hated convert 

to Christianity. 

 Matthew, writing to his Jewish audience, couched the 

unexpectedness of the Second Coming in terms they could 

understand. His Jewish audience was all too familiar with the 

story of Noah. Noah must have looked pretty dumb building a 

boat in the middle of a desert. But just as those at the time of 

Noah did not expect the flood, so will we not expect the Second 

Coming. We know it’s coming but we do not know when to expect 

it. 

 In 2013, my Dad passed away early Thanksgiving morning. 

He was diagnosed just six weeks prior with stomach cancer. 

Three weeks prior to his death, he was on the soccer field 

watching his granddaughter. We were blessed that God took my 

Dad so quickly. 

 When my Dad was first diagnosed, my sister Joanne and I 
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came home from the hospital to share the bad news with my 

Mom, who was understandably upset, but one thing she said 

struck me then, and it struck me again as I was writing this 

homily. She said, “It went so fast,” meaning “time”, “time” in 

general, meaning “the time, the 57 years married they had 

together.” It went so fast. 

 My Dad was ready. He’s said he was ready. He didn’t care 

how fast he would die because he didn’t need the time to die. And 

my father is saint, but a fun saint in every sense of the word. 

Given the last line of today’s Gospel, “For at an hour you do not 

expect, the Son of Man will come,” the question is, “Are we as 

ready as my Dad?” 


